THE NATIONAL MINORITIES
the rich soil of the Ukraine were exploited, it was only for the
most part by the comparatively primitive methods prevalent in
the Tsarist Empire generally. Since the Soviets came to power,
and more particularly during the last ten years, vast sums have
been spent in extending, mechanizing and modernizing the Ukraine
industries, the output of which now far exceeds that of pre-war.
The production of coal and pig-iron, for instance, in 1936 was
three times that in 1913; the output of the machine construction
and the chemical industry was more than six times, and the pro-
duction of electricity more than ten times that in 1913. The Ukraine
now supplies the U.S.S.R. generally with large quantities of coal,
metal, grain, salt, beet, sugar, machinery, etc., and receives in
return textiles, various complex machinery, timber, oil, fish, etc.
At the same time the income of an average worker's family has
nearly doubled as compared with 1932 and the well-being of the
peasants has risen correspondingly. In villages where before the
Revolution the number of literate persons might almost be counted
on one's fingers, very few illiterates remain, young people are
studying or have graduated as teachers, doctors, agronomists,
tractor and combine operators, industrial experts, etc.
Here is what Zhabokritzky, an average worker in Odessa, has
to say: "I was the son of a worker and left school after the fourth
class at the age of eleven to go to work. I was forced to do this
because our family was large and our poverty unbearable. Who am
I to-day? There are eight in my family: my wife and I, five sons
and a daughter. My oldest son, Alexander, is an electrical engineer;
Vasili is an artist; Sergei is a student at the school of architecture
of the Builders' Institute; Vladimir is studying at Kharkov; Nikolai
is in the evening school of the Builders' Institute; and my daughter,
Elena, the youngest, is getting excellent marks in the ninth class.
"Even I, at fifty-three, have begun to study. Last year I finished
the technical course with a mark of 'good.* I am a Stakhanovite
and in October I earned more than 1,000 roubles."
Obushenko, a member of die agricultural artel "Bolshevik" in
the village of Uten (Terekhov Province, White Russia), gives an